Mr. Schaefer
Language Arts/Reading, Venice Middle
Goals

1. To stimulate the students’ interest in and excitement in Language Arts.

2. To connect Language Arts to other school subjects and to everyday experiences.

3. To use Language Arts for exploring concepts and solving problems.

4. To create an active environment in which the students can work, think, and communicate with each other utilizing Language Arts.

Topics of Study

The Topics of study are Reading, Writing, Vocabulary, and Grammar.  To include plot and character development, character point of view, conflict resolution, main idea, relevant details, summarizing statements, inferencing, predicting, concluding, context clues, figurative/descriptive language, multiple meanings, cause and effect, compare and contrast, author’s perspective/purpose, text structures/features, Letter writing, descriptive writing, essay writing, analyze and synthesize informational text, technology, oral presentations, and research.    
Homework

[image: image1.wmf]Reading a choice book for 30 minutes 5 days a week is required.  There will also be a writing assignment to complete on Monday nights.  Homework is due the following day unless otherwise assigned.  Students will write down the assignments in their agenda books.  Parents, please sign agenda daily.  
Missing homework will receive a grade of zero.  Please check CrossPointe for grades.

                                 Grades

Grades will be comprised of assignments (in class and homework), tests and quizzes. Some projects may be assigned as an extension of the class activities and given specific due dates.  Midterm progress report will be sent home for parent signature.  Again, check CrossPointe online for grades.

Extra Help

Extra help is provided in the after school program(s).  
Supplies

Students are expected to come to class every day with a positive attitude ( , a signed agenda, a completed or signed homework assignment (do the best you can at all times), at least 3 pencils in a pouch, color pencils, highlighters, a pocket folder, loose-leaf notebook paper, and a large three-ring binder with a divider labeled Language Arts.  An extra folder to keep in class and a composition book.
Parents, I am very happy for the opportunity to teach your child (.  Any questions please write a note or e-mail me at kurt_schaefer@sarasota.k12.fl.us or call VMS 486-2100 ext.60210.  I also have a website on the Venice Middle site click Staff Directory then scroll down to  Kurt Schaefer or type in http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/venicemiddle/.  
I am Looking forward to a productive year and look forward to collaborating with you to ensure a productive and successful school year.  Kurt Schaefer
_______________________________


____________________________________


Student Signature






Parent Signature

Keep this paper in the math section of binder, always.

LANGUAGE ARTS CLASS PROCEDURES
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LA folder:


Keep the LA section of your 3-ring binder in order, and SAVE 4-EVER the fold-a-bles and notes in your 2-pocket folder. I will let you know when to “clean out” old assignments.  Save graded papers ‘til then.





Sharpening pencils:


This should be done within the first 5 minutes of class.  Make sure you have 3 sharpened pencils and color pencils.  Don’t sharpen pencils while I’m teaching you.





Interruptions:


When the phone rings, remain on task.  When a visitor arrives, greet them politely and then get back on task.  This is not the time to stop working and start talking.





Restroom:


You may ask me upon entering the class.  For emergencies during class, raise your hand with T for toilet in American Sign Language (fist in the air with thumb by index finger), The key to the restroom is in front of the room next to sign out sheet. Sign time out & in.  Try not to go during lesson.  If the restroom is in poor order when you open it come right back to class so the person before you can fix the issue.  





Throwing away trash:


We recycle! Paper goes in the red recycling bin and plastic/aluminum in blue recycle can. Bottle caps in the 2-liter bottle.  For other items, there are trash cans around the room in various locations.





Collecting student work or materials:


Mr. Schaefer will ask  row leaders to collect work or gather materials.  This will limit the amount of distractions in the room.  All collected work is placed in the bin for your class period.  





Class Dismissal:


Only the teacher dismisses the class and I will allow for time to pack-up, clean up, stand up, push in your chair and go to your next class.  The clock or bell  never dismisses you.








Entering the classroom:


Go to your assigned seat.  Take out your LA HW, new piece of paper, pencil, color pencil and place your backpack under your chair.  Copy the Content Purpose and the HW assignment in your AGENDA (leave open).  Make new Heading.  Do your Bellwork. (Mr. Schaefer must do attendance now.)





Heading your paper:


Write your first & last name, date, class period, and assignment being completed (bellwork, HW, etc.).





When you are absent:


Have a HW buddy or assignment buddy in class to get make-up work from.  If you do not have one ask Mr. Schaefer for missing assignments.





Coming to attention:


I use a bell, “Attention on deck” or “Give Me Five”.


	1.  Eyes on speaker


	2.  Mouth is quiet


	3.  Be still


	4.  Listen


	5.  Hands free





If you need help on assignment in class:


Ask for help from your classmate(s) first.  All members of your class must help if asked.  Also the examples/glossary/index in text books, notes and fold-a-bles are another great source.  If you still need help, raise your hand and I’ll help you!





Need the Teacher’s Attention:


Raise your hand and wait with patience for your name to be called or for me to walk over.  Don’t holler for me.





Listening and/or responding to questions:


Show respect by waiting your turn.  Speak clearly and stay on the subject that is being discussed.





When you finish early:


Complete any make-up work (if you have any), read your reading book, or partner up with a classmate and play a Language game.

















Following procedures and working together makes LA Class run smoother. (
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